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RFO  LETTER, 

To  '  y\  A> 

Radio  Farm  Directors  I" 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  3,  1957 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  \     .  Letter  No.  7^7 

The  following  message  from  Jack  Timmons  didn't  reaeh  us  in  time  for  last 
week's  RFD  Letter ^  but  we  are  forwarding  it  to  you  now  in  hope  it  may  still  prove 
a  useful  reminder: 

"Dear  Fellov/  Radio  Farm  Directors: 

"May  5-11  is  National  Radio  Week  sponsored  by  ITARTB,  RAB, 
RETMA,  and  ITARDA.    IlEny  other  groups  are  also  cooperating. 
I  urgently  request  that  you  lend  your  full  cooperation  to 
this  aijtivity.    Please  let  your  management  and  your  program 
department  know  you  desire  to  be  of  assistance  in  this  endeavor 
which  is  nation-wide  and  should  have  the  support  of  every  segment 
of  the  station  operation." 

Sincerely, 

Jack  Timmons,  President 
llat'l  Association  of  TV 
&  Radio  Farm  Directors 

See  top  of  page  3  for  statement  which    Under  Secretary  True  D.  Morse  taped 
today  for  use  on  the  ABC  network  observance  of  national  Radio  Week. 

Significant  Trends  in  Feed  Industry 

Yesterday  at  Chicago,  USDA  As s.' t '  Sec  .Earl  Butz  pointed  out  tn  the  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Feed  Manufacturers  Association  ?t;hree  significant  trends 
which  will  affect  the  future  of  the  formula  feed  business  in  the  U.S.    First,  the 
growing  market  for  food  and  fiber  at  home  and  abroad.    Cur  population  is  growing 
at  the  rate  of  almost  3  million  people  a  year.    Second,  the  rising  U.S.  standard  ol 
living,  with  its  shift  toward  more  meat,  milk,  eggs  and  other  more  expensive  pro- 
tective foods.    The  Third  significant  trend  is  in  the  feeding  of  livestock.  A 
modern  commericial  farmer  buys  many  things  and  services  his  father  produced  on  the 
farm.    There  is  a  pronounced  trend  toward  more  use  of  formula  feeds  in  production 
of  our  meat,  millc,  and  eggs.    Sec'y  Butz  figured  this  trend  will  be  accentuated  by 
more  scientific  discoveries,  in  antibiotics,  trace  minerals,  and  the  like.  Such 
discoveries  are  most  effectively  and  most  ecnnomically  processed  into  the  commer- 
cial feedbag,  which  simplifies  the  feeding  problem  for  the  producer.  Prepared 
feeds  now  make  up  over  one-fifth  of  all  the  feed  concentrates  fed  to  livestock  and 
poultry--or  more  than  twice  as  much  as  used  in  the  U.S.  twenty  years  ago.  The 
trend  is  upward,  as  the  use  of  formula  feeds  keeps  expanding.    The  total  f.o.b. 
value  of  ccmmercially  prepared  feeds  is  running  at  the  rate  of  around  $2.5  billion 
a  year.    Mr.  Butz  predicted  that  in  the  next  ten  years  alone  we  v:ill  experience 
scientific  advances  equivalent  to  changes  khich  took  a  full  generation  or  more  in 
the  days  of  our  fathers.    Agriculture  will  use  more  and  more  capital  in  total,  per 
farm  and  per  man,  and  machines  will  continue  to  displace  men  on  our  farms.  Our 
commercial  type  family  farms  will  grow  in  relative  importance. 
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Jumping  Blue  Blazes  11 

A  lot  of  folks  are  getting  pretty  hot  under  the  collar  over  the  way  we're 
consigning  people  and  property  -  buildings,  implements,  machinery,  crops,  house- 
hold goods  and  the  folks  who  use  them  -  to  the  flames.    USDA  statisticians  count 
seven  big  reasons,  faulty  flues  and  heaters,  combustible  roofs,  spontaneous  com- 
bustion, matches  and  smoking,  defective  electrical  wiring,  gasoline  and  kerosene, 
and  lightning.    Ifith  monotonous  regularity  the  annual  reports  read;  3,500  rural 
residents  killed,  300,000  injured.    Last  year's  $1^5  million  loss  was  no  record  - 
but  it's  been  topped  only  three  times  before. 

ITATRFD  Praised  at  Ladies  Meeting 

"If  the  Farm  Directors  can  do  it,  the  American  Women  in  Radio  and  Televi- 
sion can  do  it  too".    That's  what  ITorman  Glenn,  editor  and  president  of  Sponsor 
Magazine,  told  the  girls  at  the  AWRT  convention  in  St.  Louis  this  past  weekend  - 
as  reported  for  us  by  Janet  Christensen,  of  this  office.    She  says  Editor  Glenn 
cited  the  farm  directors  as  good  public  service  people,  for  organizing  a  strong 
sales  program  that  will  be  coming  up  this  fall.    Janet  noted  a  new  approach  to 
women's  programs  in  another  suggestion  that  "there's  nothing  better  the  little 
American  woman  likes  than  to  be  kept  up  on  the  latest.    And  if  she  doesn't  already 
enjoy  being  educated,  she  can,  if  she's  entertained  at  the  same  time."  Also 
quoted  at  the  Educational  Radio  and  TV  Panel  on  Saturday  was  Jack  Gould,  II. Y.  Times 
for  his-"Learning  and  laughter  are  wonderful  companions." 

ITC  Education  Radio  &  T7  Workshop 

A  bouquet  of  dogwood  blossoms  to  Ted  Uym&n  and  Hank  Will^inson  of  Ilorth 
Carolina  State  College,  Raleigh,  for  the  radio  and  TV  workshop  they  staged  early 
this  week  for  Extension  hq.  and  Ag.  College  staffers.    Info.  Director  O.B. 
Copeland  helped  out  in  a  way  which  indicates  he  has  his  feet  right  on  the  ground. 

Meetings  were  held  in  the  Raleigh  studios  of  WUIIC-TV,  the  University's 
educational  station  with  studios  at  Chapel  IIIll,  Raleigh  and  Greensboro.  Earl 
Ilostetler,  WPTF,  Raleigh,  retired  after  kO  years  animal  husbandry  prof,  at  IICS, 
(he  was  reared  in  Texas)  who  now  does  a  daily  noon  time  farm  show  with  terrific 
following,  gave  an  assist  on  radio  day.    Prof  likes  his  new  activity,  has  a  style 
all  his  own,  and  a  son  in  the  legislature.    This  is  the  program  which  was  done 
for  many  years  by  the  late  Frank  Jeter,  info.  dir.  at  ITCS,  and  is  not  to  be 
confused  with  the  daily  college  program  put  on  a  state  network  by  Ted  Ilyman.  We 
were  there  to  take  part  and  enjojaed  the  whole  thing  immensely  —  learned  a  lot, 
too. 

Chow I  -  First  Line  of  Defense 

Suppose  Dept.  of  Defense  has  already  called  your  attention  to  the  farm 
angles  for  Armed  Forces  Day,  May  l8.    As  ITapoleon,  or  some  CJ-IC  Gen'l,  remarked 
long  ago,  "an  army  marches  on  its  stomach"       and  he  wasn't  talking  about  wiggling 
under  barbed-wire  either  I    The  Armed  Forces  are  big  users  of  orr  Farm  grown  foods, 
wherever  they  are.    We  have  pictures  to  show    the  Quartermaster  is  doing  a  lot  to 
try  to  improve  the  keeping-qualities  of  that  food  --  USDA  is  cooperating  with 
them  too  in  developing  tenting  etc . ,  better  to  keep  out  the  wet  by  weaving  extra- 
dense  cotton  fabrics.    Defense  is  helping  test  the  fabrics  under  field  conditions. 
Of  co\irse,all  this  research  is  on  a  two-way  street  -  Things  the  Armed  Forces  need 
also  find  civilian  uses. 
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STATEIffiWT  BY  UhTDER  SECRETARY  TRUE  D.  MORSE 
FOR  NATIONAL  RADIO  WJEK  OBSERVA]}TCE 

For  thirty  years  radio  has  "bQen  a  partner  in  our  growing  national 
agricultiiral  strength. 

It  is  a  major  farm  tool.    It  is  a  companion  to  farm  and  ranch  people. 
They  arc  well  informed  and  entertained. 

Radio  advises  when  and  where  to  market  farm  products  and  suggests  how 
to  get  the  best  price.     It  tells  consumers  what  are  the  best  buys.     It  carries 
weather  predictions  that  can  have  such  great  effects  on  farm  profits.    News  of 
research^  the  experiences  of  other  farmers  --  advice  for  meeting  emergency 
situations  like  di^ought^  floods,  insect  pests  and  diseases  is  immediately 
available  through  the  medium  of  radio.    And  always  there  are  reports  on  new 
lavre  and  governmental  actions.    As  someone  else  has  already  said;  if  we  didn't 
have  radj-o  now,  we'd  just  have  to  go  out  and  invent  it. 

S\J  NATRFD  Meet  and  Storm  Tour 

Jules  Renaud  blew  in  this  PM  with  some  tall  stories  from  the  tornado 
and  flood  sections  of  Texas,  where  he  took  in  the  Southvrest  Regional  meeting 
at  Dallas.    He  reports  about  50  members  with  \d.ves  and  children  attended  the 
meeting  April  25-28  at  Hotel  Adolphus.    Highlight  was  tour  of  Texas  Research 
Foundation,  a  privately  financed,  independent  farm  experiment  station.  Marvin 
Vines,  KTHS,  Little  Rock,  chairmanned  the  business  sessions  with  the  help  of 
Murray  Cox,  WAA,  and  A.  B.  Jolley,  KRLD,  both  of  Dallas.     Jules  says  Texas 
has  had  more  rain  since  April  l3  than  for  several  years  -  combined.    He  watched 
Johnny  Uatkins,  KOTX-TV,  Waco,  do  a       min.  TV  farm  program  by  himself.  During 
the  outdoor  program,  2  tornado  funnels  started  dovm  from  the  clouds,  but  whirled 
back  up  -vathout  damage.    Johnnie's  10  acre  "farm"  adjoining  the  studio  was  awash, 
cancelling  his  plans  to  harvest  his  oat  crop  during  the  program.  .  .  .Jack 
Sloan,  TV  man  at  Texas  A^;M,  reports  purchase  of  a  sound  film  camera  to  begin 
production  of  short  TV  films.  .   .  .George  Roesner,  KPRC,  in  Houston,  continues 
his  daily  early  morning  TV  program  assisted  by  Len  Koym  and  "Buck"  Buchanan 
.   .  .  .Dewey  Compton  and  Betty  Lee  Bernath,  KTRH,  Houston,  have  a  farm  TV 
program,  Saturdays,  using  Ext.  Agts.  and  other  farm  guests.   .   .   .Frank  Halloway 
has  taken  over  the  farm  program  at  KGUL,  Galveston,  since  Burt  Johnson  moved 
to  KRGV-TV,  Weslaco.   .  .   .Jules  was  interviewed  by  Frank  and  later  by  Erral 
Lothridge  on  a  local  news  program. 

Defense  Guide  for  Food  Industry 

Today  USDA  pointed  out  that  under  any  conditions  this  country  might  face, 
continued  food  production  is  a  "must".    So  it  is  distributing  to  the  food 
industry  practical  suggestions  to  assure  continued  operation  of  commercial  food 
facilities.     It  is  mailing  nearly  50,000  copies  of  its  new  "Defense  Guides  for 
Commercial  Food  Facilities"  to  national  food  trade  associations,  which  will 
distribute  them  to  their  members.    It  covers  such  points  as  the  microfilming 
and  safe  storage  of  special  processes  and  patents,  plant  dispersal,  recruitment 
of  vrorkers,  fire  protection,  maintenance  of  coiranunication  and  protection  against 
sabotage.   ...  In  Marketing  Research  Report  No.  159;  "Lamb  Marketing  Costs  and 
Margins",  USDA  indicates  that  returns  to  farmers,  feeders,  and  ranchers  can 
differ  greatly  during  one  year.    Timing  in  buying  and  selling  is  a  major  factor 
in  determining  profit  or  loss. 


In  the  IJets  just  Ahead 

A  pilot  county  in  the  rural  development  program  in  Oklahoma  shows  some  of  the 
rural  developments  needed  there.    Bill  Moshier^  KOMO^  Seattle,  will  report  on  Hew 
Developments  in  Egg  Processing.    These  developments  on  the  national  Fai^m  and  Home 
Ilcur  over  rIBC  network  Sat.  May  11. 

REA  celebrates  an  anniversary  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  next  week.  It's 
22nd.    Administrator  David  Ilamil  will  tell  Ilollis  Seavey  how  REA  has  spent  its 
first  year  since  coming  of  age. 

Also  Sat.  May  11,  David  Ilamil  will  dial  you  in  on  all  phases  of  the  EEijl'  Story- 
on  ABC's  American  Farmer  program.    Other  features  will  include  a  salute  to  Mrs. 
Judson  Purvis,  for  the  splendid  work  she  has  done  as  Home  Dem.  Agt.  in  Coahoma 
County,  Miss. 

Air-conditioning  for  the  farmer,  his  family,  and  his  livestock.'  -  under  the 
title  "Air-Conditioning  on  the  Farm,  by  REA"    It's  an  electrifying  idea  as  the  USDA 
TV  Package  Program  for  mailing  May  9  tells  this  breezy  story  with  the  help  of  l6 
still  photos . 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Forrest  Boyd,  formerly  RPD,  WSJV,  Elkhart,  Ind.,  is  now  working  as  a  regular 
staff  member  of  WLW,  Cincinnati  .....  Bill  Mason,  has  left  WIS,  Chicago,  to  do 

free  lancing  Bill  Alford,  I'lLW-TV,  reports  arrangements  for  the  World 

Plowing  Contest,  at  their  farm  near  Peebles  in  September,  are  going  along  nicely. 
•  •  •  And  Women  Too  ....  WLW's  longtime  outstanding  woman  personality,  Ruth 
Lyons  continues  her  pleasantly  humorous  gift  of  gab  l|-  noon  hours  daily  Monday 
thru  Friday.  .  .Nutrition  is  blooming  on  WTTV,  in  Bloomington,  Indiana,  with  a  new 
series  by  the  University  with  station  staffer  Claire  Gregory  and  nutritionists  of 

the  Ind.  State  Board  of  Health  Jack  Murdock,  program  manager  for  I<TVI, 

St.  Louis,  busy  with  recent  switch  to  VIIF  welcomes  women's  programming  helps. 

In  June  -  Come  Perfect  Days 

With  this  letter  we  are  sending  you  what  we  consider  the  most  inviting  sugges- 
tion ever  offered  for  June  Dairy  Month.    As  you  will  notice  it  presents  the  intrigu- 
ing thought  that  summer  living  can  be  lots  easier  with  a  touch  of  ingenuity  -  in 
letting  dairy  products  help  you  take  the  curse  off  suinner  cooking  .  .  .  Speaking 
of  invitations,  Joe  Dcherty  reminds  us  that  radio  and  TV  people  are  especially 
invited  to  the  regional  conference  of  the  Kentucky-Tennessee -West  Virginia  rural 
development  conference  at  Lexington,  Ky.  May  15 .    Under  Secretary  USDA  True  Morse 
will  preside,  and  Dr.  John  A.  Perkins,  U.S.  Dept.  of  Health,  Education  &  Welfare, 
will  address  the  meeting.    Farm  Broadcasters  are  welcome  to  make  recordings....  Aiid 
speaking  of  June,  Joe  Tonkin  reminds  us  the  27th  national  h-ll  Club  Conference  here 
June  15th  in  a  compatible  coverage  schedule  with  the  HATRED  meeting  June  l6-19f  two 
reasons  for  not  missing  these  colorful  get-togethers. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Director 


From 


^  -J 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information-U.S.Oftpartment  of  Agriculture 

H^,,:,;^^       .  ,.-VMay  10,  1957 
Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  \  '*  Letter  Wo.  iGQ 


nson,  Congressmen  and 


,oa 


Yesterday,  in  the  patio  do\nistair£ 
other  notables  opened  a  comprehensive  exhiMt  oa '"^McJ^ing  Surpluses  and  Expand- 
ing Foreign  Markets/'  which  included  the  new\U^/(''movie  "Marketing  Farm  Products 
Abroad".    This  17-min.  film  shows  farm  export^  are  big  business,  how  om:  FAS 
operates,  and  features  such  good-\7lll  ambassadors  as  the  American  Dairy  Princess, 
kitchens  traveling  by  bus  to  take  the  story  of  U.S.  farm  products  to  the  foreign 
people  in  cooked  form,  and  a  U.S.  supermarket  in  full  swing  at  a  foreign  trade 
fair.    For  information  about  loan  of  the  film,  write  Motion  Picture  Service, 
Office  of  Information,  USDA,  l/ashington  25,  D.  C.    Other  exhibits  showed  how 
we've  whittled  down  our  big  surpluses  in  the  biggest  peacetime  job  of  farm 
products  distribution  in  history.    The  Department  has  sold  two-thirds  of  its 
surplus  farm  commodities  for  dollars^  has  swapped  $1  billion  worth  for  defense 
needs,  sold  about  one-fourth  for  foreign  currencies  to  friendly  nations  short 
of  dollars,  made  constructive  use  of  surpluses  at  home,  through  school  lunch 
and  other  programs,  and  is  aiding  producers  and  industry  expand  markets  for  them. 

$9  Billion  Farm  Surplus  Moved 

In  his  remarks,  Secretary  Benson  expressed  the  belief  we  have  passed  the 
peak  of  our  surplus  difficulties.    He  noted  we  are  moving  our  inventory  in  an 
orderly  way  vrithout  adverse  effect  on  domestic  or  world  market  prices.  Although 
we  still  have  far  to  go^  the  Secretary  declared  that  by  means  of  imaginative, 
bold  market  promotion,  the  foxmdation  has  been  laid  for  larger  outlets  for  U.S. 
farm  products  abroad  and  at  home. 


New  Dimension  in  Wheat  Policy 

Earlier  in  the  week,  speaking  to  the  Greater  North  Dakota  Association, 
at  Minot,  N. D. ,  Secretary  Benson  declared  that  since  the  beginning  of  World  War 
II,  the  man-hours  needed  to  produce  100  bushels  of  wheat  dropped  from  67  to  only 
26.    Yields  per  acre  have  increased  aroimd  25  percent.    He  pointed  out  that 
this  revolution  in  farm  technology  has  brought  a  new  dimension  to  farm  policy 
for  wheat.    He  said  that  together  with  revisions  of  price  support  and  production 
control  machinery,  we  must  continue  and  strengthen  programs  to  aid  wheat  exports, 
to  bring  about  needed  changes  in  land  use,  to  provide  needed  credit  and  to  re- 
duce the  cost  of  production.    He  suggested  farmers  ask  themselves  whether  a 
program  of  restriction  and  scarcity  can  possibly  mean  as  much  to  them  in  the 
long  run  as  a  program  involving  more  freedom  to  plant  and  more  freedom  for 
market  grovrbh.    He  said  another  chapter  of  the  continuing  debate  on  farm  policy 
lies  ahead  of  us.    He  noted  that  debates  on  farm  policy,  like  the  old  kerosene 
lamp,  sometimes  generate  about  as  much  heat  as  they  do  light.    He  hoped  for 
more  light. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men 
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Wo  gulf  effectively  separates  Dewey  Compton,  ICIRH,  Houston,  from  his 
listeners.    This  m  ve  had  a  request  for  hog  raising  info,  from  a  farmer  in 

British  Hondiiras  who  listens  to  Devey  every  morning  In  his  TV  Tip  Sheet, 

Penn  State's  Elton  Tait  tells  his  Ext.  people:  "Remember,  you  may  not  be  as  good 
a  singer  as^  Perry  Como,  or  as  good  a  barber,  but  you  are  a  better  county  agent 

than  he  is."  Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  believes  in  the 

direct  approach.    Monday  thru  Saturday  at  6:10  a.m.,  KGNO  broadcasts  soft 
sweet  music  to  caljn  down  the  cows,  thus  raising  milk  production  -  mood  music, 

shall  we  say  Murray  Cox,  WAA,  Dallas,  \all  lead  his  eighth  annual 

Farm  Study  Tour  from  June  5  to  18  to  the  Northeastern  U.S.  and  Canada.  At 
Nashville,  the  first  stop,  WSM's  John  McDonald  wiU  act  as  host  mc.  .  .  .USDA 
Ext.  Joe  Tonkin,  back  from  a  three-week  swing  which  included  TV  workshops  in 
Logan,  Utah,  and  Tucson,  Ariz.,  made  a  stopover  with  the  NATRPDs  in  Chicago, 
where  he  met  an  inventor  with  a  device  he  claims  makes  operating  a  radio 
station  practically  automatic.    At  W.  Mex.  State  College  Joe  visited  with  Cecil 
Herrell,  and  at  Oiaa.  AllM  with  Harold  Dedrick.    Joe  and  Harold  went  to  Hugo, 
Okla. ,  to  arrange  the  pickup  of  the  Pilot  County  Rural  Development  program  for 
the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  HBC  this  Saturday. 

Reassuring  Statement  on  DDT  Sprav 

Because  some  folks  may  have  become  unduly  alarmed  over  reports  of  the 
past  few  days,  Welfare's  Public  Health  Service,  Interior's  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  and  USDA's  Research  Service  joined  today  in  a  public  statement  endors- 
ing the  safety  of  the  DET  spray  program  now  being  operated  in  the  Northeast 
against  the  gypsy  moth.    They  emphasized,  on  the  basis  of  many  years  experience 
^rith  this  insecticide,  that  when  used  as  specified  in  the  gypsy  moth  campaign 
DDT  is  not  injurious  to  man  or  farm  animals,  offers  slight,  if  any,  hazard  to 
birds  and  other  wildlife,  and  is  not  likely  to  have  any  serious  effect  on  fish 
populations  in  the  sprayed  areas. 

National  Soil  Stewardship  Week 

Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  issued  a  statement  on  Soil  Stewardship  Week, 
May  26-June  2,  which  begins  Rural  Life  Sunday,  May  26.    In  it,  he  strongly  urged 
farm,  church,  civic,  conservation  and  other  organizations  to  take  part  in  this 
observance  as  an  important  way  of  getting  better  acquainted  with  the  vital 
importance  of  ^^dse  use  of  our  land. 

Most  Crop  Prospects  Premising: 

Good  soil  moisture  supplies  are  much  more  general  this  year  than  last, 
giving  good  to  excellent  promise  for  grain,  pasture  and  hay  crops.    So  says 
the  AMS  Crop  Reporting  Board  in  the  general  crop  report  issued  today.  Some 
sections  are  still  dry,  but  irrigation  water  supplies  improved  during  late 
spring  for  most  western  sections.    The  rains  in  the  southwest  did  damage  but 
also  added  nevr  possibilities  for  crop  outcome.    The  Board's  specialists  say 
vrinter  wheat  outcome  continues  to  look  more  promising  as  the  season  develops. 
They  expect  the  lowest  loss  of  winter  ^Theat  this  year  between  seeding  and  harvest 
than  in  5  years  in  percent  of  total  acreage  seeded.    They  estimate  the  crop  at 
703  million  bushels  or  ^d-thin  k  percent  of  last  year  from  nearly  a  fifth  less 
seeded  acreage.    They  think  a  new  record  yield  to  the  acre  may  be  in  the  making. 
Spring  wheat  seedings  are  being  rushed  after  later  starts  than  last  year  in 
most  states.    Pastures  over  the  nation  generally  look  the  best  in  five  years. 
Hay  is  producing  heavy  early  cuttings.    Potato  crops  have  generally  favorable 
prospects.    At  the  beginning  of  this  month,  cows  were  producing  at  record  rates 
in  all  sections.    Hens  laying  \retll  above  a  year  ago. 
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Yes,  Workshops  Really  Work 

Don  Nelson,  R  &  TV,  U.  of  Conn.,  Storrs,  reports  they  got  some  good 
stimulating  thoughts  from  the  Northeast  Radio  l/orkshop.    One  of  his  first  ways 
of  applying  some  of  the  Workshop  principles,  was  to  get  out  an  informal  report 
of  the  workshop  to  the  state  and  county  Ext.  staffs.    IIow  he's  considering  send- 
ing out  informational  spots  to  all  radio  and  TV  stations  in  his  state,  as  well 
as  promotional  spots.    He's  gone  back  to  the  techniques  of  asking  short,  sometimes 
startling  questions  to  start  some  of  his  interviews  and  features.    He's  trying  to 
summarize  at  the  end  of  the  interview  in  a  more  clear  and  concise  way.    He  is  now 
having  their  Consumer  Marketing  Specialist  read  her  "Market  Basket"  near  the  end 
of  the  show,  instead  of  doing  it  himself  -  that  gives  them  another  voice  in  addi- 
tion to  the  man  doing  the  intro  and  closing,  plus  the  voices  heard  in  the  3  or  k 
interviews  and  featiires  they  have  on  the  program,    Don  says  he's  also  trying  to 
write  the  ^-min,  ag.  news  summary  in  a  more  informal  style,  and  coaching  the  giiy 
who  reads  it  to  do  the  same.    He  's  using  some  new  production  techniques  -  includ- 
ing starting  the  feature  with  a  realistic  sound  effect  that  ties  in  with  the 
feature,  or  starting  the  conversation  a  few  seconds  without  an  intro,  then  back- 
ing up  to  introduce  the  feature. 

Billions  Still  Locked  in  Legumes? 

Will  forage  plants  prove  treasure-chests?    In  its  interim  report,  the 
President's  Commission  on  Increased  Industrial  Use  of  Agricultural  Products  thinks 
it  likely  that  far-greater  values  are  locked  in  these  crops,  particularly  legxjmes, 
than  have  ever  been  exploited.    It  says  forage  plants  might  well  prove,  on  ade- 
quate investigation,  to  provide  the  basis  for  a  multibillion-dollar  industry. 
So  far,  little  has  been  done  to  find  out  the  possibilities.    The  Commission  notes, 
however,  that  the  55  million  tons  of  legume  forage  annually  harvested  in  the  U.S. 
contains  protein  worth  over  $1  billion,  $2.75  billion  worth  of  carotene,  $115 
million  of  vitamin  K,  $12.6  billion  worth  of  xanthophyll,  and  $19  billion  worth 
of  chlorophyll,  besides  as  yet  unidentified  growth  substances  which  might  have 
pharmaceutical  value.    ITew  uses  could  be  developed  for  some  of  these  products. 
The  Ccmmiss signers  suggest  a  three-fold  research  approach:    (l)  to  make  forage 
crops  even  more  useful  than  they  now  are  aa  animal  feeds;  (2)  to  develop  indusr  • 
trial  uses  for  some  of  the  known  things^  in  plants";  and  to  conduct  basic  research 
ctcL  find-^ut  more  about  these  plants. 

Farm- City  Land  Planning  Challenge 

Meeting  with  the  Virginia  Citizens  Planning  Association  at  Virginia  Beach 
this  week,  SCS  Adm'r  Don  V7illiams  again  called  for  more  attention  to  the  land 
between  -  city  and  country.    He  pointed  out  that  by  June  1  we  will  have  171  mil- 
lion people  in  this  country  -  3  million  more  than  this  time  last  year.    This  fast 
increasing  population  is  speeding  the  spread  of  the  cities  into  the  country  and 
along  the  modern  String-tovras-on-the-pike.    Much  of  the  new  land  now  going  under 
concrete  and  roOf  is  vegetable,  poultry,  dairy  and  other  good  farmland  strategi- 
cally situated  to  city  markets.    Forced  shifting  of  this  production  to  less  suit- 
able lands  for  cxiltivation  increases  cost  of  production.    He  indicated  that  too 
often  the  emphasis  in  planning  is  almost. exclusively  on  housing,  traffic,  water 
and  sewage,  and  not  enough  on  what  is  happening  to  our  land, and  water  resources. 
He  particularly  stressed  superhighway  development.    If  it  is  feasible  for  super- 
highways to  bypass  towns  and  entire  metropolitan  areas,  he  suggested  that  in 
many  cases,  they  could  be  designed  to  dodge  the  best  cropland.    It  is  a  community, ' 
county,  state  and  nationwide  problem. 

AITElTriON  MEMBERS  OF  NATRFD.    Please  return  your  reservations  cards,  etc.,  and 
questionnaire  for  the  spring  meet  by  May  15 . 
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Farm  Programs  Networks  Hold  May  I3-I8 

Progress  in  lamb  and  Wool  Promotion  will  be  reported  May  I8  by  the 
American  Sheep  Producers'  Council,  over  NBC,  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Ho\rr. 
V/hat's  Happening  in  the  Armed  Forces  Chov  Lines,  as  related  on  the  same  program, 
will  be  of  keen  interest  to  the  proprietors  of  home  kitchens. 

Ifew  Ideas  for  Farm  Buildings  considers  buildings  as  shells  over  space 
in  which  facilities  are  installed  -  and  discusses  how  much  rent  livestock  should 
pay  for  their  share  of  the  shelter,    ih  still  pictures  illustrate  this  story  in 
USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  May  16. 

Promoting  Markets  for  Food,  here  and  abroad,  \all  feature  the  Maid  of 
Cotton,  the  Dairy  Princess,  and  Secretary  Benson,  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations 
with  layne  Beaty. 

Weigh-a-Day  Dairy  Program  in  Action,  under  which  an  Arkansas  farmer 
claims  that  at  a  cost  of  a  dollar  a  month  he  saves  over  l}100  in  feed  cost  on  a 
herd  of  23  cows.    Boone  County  (Ark.)  Agent  tallcs  with  the  dairyman.  Killing 
Weeds  while  Young  -  not  young  gardeners,  but  young  weeds.    Cy  Briggs  tells  how. 
Effect  of  Rains  on  Crops  and  Pasture  in  the  Southwest;  an  appraisal  by  AMS 
Crop  s]Decialists .    All  these  on  Sat.  May  Id  on  "AmeH^can  Farmer"  over  ABC 
network. 

Awards;  Received  and  Given 

As  "An  Outstanding  Example  of  Regional  Public  Service"  the  21st  American 
Exhibition  of  Educational  Radio  and  Television  Programs  at  Ohio  State  University 
cited  the  "Frank  Atwood  Program,"  conducted  by  ViTIC's  farm  program  director. 
The  judges  said,  further,  "Without  relying  on  'gimmicks',  the  program  sustains 
interest  and  gets  its  message  across.    Mr.  Atwood 's  personality  friendly 
without  being  folksy  —  projects  a  genuine  interest  in  the  community.  The 
promotion  of  good  agricultural  practices  through  the  program's  Farm  Youth 

Project  is  particxilarly  commendable."  Howard  Keddie,  KFSD,  San  Diego; 

who  has  passed  his  10th  year  with  the  same  sponsor,  the  local  gas  and  electric 
CO.;  reports  he's  been  doing  a  little  extra  work  with  the  egg  producers  in  his 
county.    At  their  Producers  Egg  Promotion  Committee  "Good  Egg"  breakfast 
recently  they  presented  one  of  the  county  officials  with  a  "Good  Egg"  award. 
Now  Howard  is  in  a  little  newspaper  advertising  campaign  \rith  the  newspapers 
in  the  county.    Later  they  will  co- sponsor  a  cake  and  pie  baking  contest  at 
the  County  Fair. 

Typical  Program  Aircheck  Exchange 

George  Atkins,  CBC  Farm  Broadcasts,  Ontario  and  Quebec,  who  is  coming 
down  from  Toronto  to  the  NATRFD  meeting  here  June  I6-I9,  suggests  it  would  be 
of  interest  to  some  RFDs  if  some  attending  the  convention  brought  along  an  air- 
check  of  a  typical  program  they  produce  back  home  so  that  some  who  live  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  might  have  an  opportxinity  of  comparing  their  o\m 
work  \rith  that  of  some  of  their  fellow  RFDs.    Sounds  like  a  good  idea  to  us, 
George.    How  about  you  other  fellows?    We'll  have  facilities  for  playback. 


Sincerely, 


Laj^e  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio     Television  Service 

P.S.    Armed  Forces  Day,  May  I8,  is  nearly  on  us.    How  about  some  full  gun 
salutes  on  your  shows  to  these  big  users  of  farm  products,  foods  and  fibers? 
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RFO  L£TT£R 


To  I  ViA  i  Z  4 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  11,  1957 
Letter  Wo.  769 


The  fast- developing  new  rural  America    came  in  for  top  attention  this 
vreek  at  a  tri-State  meeting  in  Lexington,  Kentucky.    In  a  message  to  this 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Vfest  Virginia  conference  on  the  Rural  Development  Program, 
Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  that  USDA  agencies  should  reorient  their  programs 
to  move  into  this  new  area  of  need.    He  said  the  cooperative  Extension  Service 
particularly  needs  to  reach  people  largely  left  behind  by  developing  technology. 
He  declared  the  RDP  offers  the  various  agencies  of  the  Department  opportunity 
to  review,  revise,  broaden  and  update  their  services  in  the  interest  of  rural 
people . 

Farm- City  Ties  Growing  Stronger 

Discussing  the  changing  rural  pictiare,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  told 
the  conferees  that  businesses  that  vn.ll  serve  best,  and  thereby  deserve  to 
prosper,  must  plan  how  best  to  sell  to  and  service  the  more  diversified  and 
integrated  rural  trade  areas  now  coming  into  being.    He  noted  that  suburban 
communities  have  grown  in  recent  years  at  about  S'i  times  the  rate  of  the  gain 
in  national  population.    He  predicted  this  movement  into  the  countryside  will 
increase  rather  than  diminish.    On  the  other  hand,  many  chores  once  done  by 
farmers  themselves  are  now  often  performed  by  urban  industries  or  individuals, 
such  services  include  contract  hauling  of  livestock  and  other  farm  products, 
pickup  of  eggs  and  milk,  custom  harvesting,  weed  control,  insect  control  and 
others.    Farm  communities  of  the  futiire  will  be  drawn  more  closely  than  ever 
before  into  the  life  of  urban  communities.    Families  on  small  farms  are  diversi- 
fying and  increasing  their  incomes  with  off -farm  employment.    Off -farm  employment 
now  produces  tpl.OO  of  every  (|i3.00  of  the  net  farm  income.    Under  Secretary  Morse 
noted  that  New  York  authorities  have  estimated  the  ever- increasing  movement  of 
people  out  from  cities  into  the  open  country  is  changing  the  pattern  of  rural 
living  in  that  State  as  markedly  as  did  the  Industrial  Revolution  of  the  past 
two  centuries.    In  Michigan,  non-farm  people  living  outside  of  towns  and  cities 
now  outnumber  the  farm  people  -  and  large  numbers  of  farmers  are  members  of  labor 
unions.    The  levels  of  living  of  farm  and  city  people  are  more  nearly  alike  now 
than  ever  before. 

Report  on  Hog  Prospects 

USDA  has  cautioned  against  raising  too  many  hogs.    This  week  AMS  reported 
farmers  clearly  aware  of  that  danger  and  trying  to  avoid  overproduction.  Last 
fall  they  planned 'to  hold  '57  spring  farrowings  2  percent  below  '56.     Now  it 
looks  as  if  the  total  spring  pig  crop  will  equal  last  year.    But  the  prospect 
is  for  a  smaller  output  of  beef  and  less  total  meat.    So  AMS  specialists  say 
demand  for  pork  should  stiffen  a  little.     If  so,  a  gradual,  moderate  expansion 
in  hog  production  could  be  accepted  without  serious  price  danger.    So  far, 
indications  are  that  increases  this  fall  will  not  prove  extreme. 
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Improving  Public  Relations  for  Agriculture 

"American  farmers  have  made  great  contributions  toward  upgrading  the 
American  diet. , .toward  lowering  the  cost  of  living. . .toward  strengthening  the 
national  economy. . .and,  frankly,  farmers  haven't  been  getting  credit  for  it." 
So  said  Louis  Wilson,  Dir.  of  Public  Relations  for  the  National  Plant  Food 
Institute,  when  he  spoke  at  one  of  our  Office  of  Info,  staff  meetings  recently. 
He  claims  too  many  of  us  have  overlooked  the  opportunity  to  give  farmers  credit 
for  the  magnificent  job  they  have  done  toward  increasing  the  standard  of  living. 
Louis  points  out  that  we  have  an  opportunity;  if  not  an  obligation,  to  relate 
the  improvements  in  agricultural  technology,  agriciiltural  research  and  farming 
progress  to  the  American  farmer's  contributions  to  our  higher  standard  of 
living  today.    As  a  sample  of  the  kind  of  statement  that  contributes  to  a 
better  understanding  of  the  farmer,  he  cites  this  from  Adm'r  Byron  Shaw: 
"Economists  have  estimated  that  if  farmers  in  I950  had  been  no  more  efficient 
than  they  were  in  I9U0,  consumers  would  have  had  to  pay  eight  to  ten  billion 
dollars  more  for  the  food  they  bought.    That  eight  billion  dollars,  saved  in 
one  year,  woiild  pay  for  our  present  Federal  agricultural  research  program  for 
the  next  II5  years."    Louis  is  right.    There  is  much  more  we  could  be  doing  to 
help  the  public  understand  and  appreciate  what  happens  in  agriculture. 

ACP  Cost-Sharing  Practices  on  Maps 

Ken  Gapen,  ACPS,  offers  to  provide  radio-TV  broadcasters  with  a  book 
of  kj  outline  maps  of  U.S.,  each  shoirtng  by  dots  the  extent  and  distribution 
of  different  Agricultural  Conservation  practices  under  1955  programs.  Write 

fast  if  you  want  a  copy  Forrest  Boyd,  formerly  RFD  on  WSJV,  is  now  on 

the  regular  staff  of  I^JLW,  Cincinnati  John  Cornwell  of  the  New  Zealand 

"Herald"  at  Auckland,  was  in  this  week.    Some  of  you  may  be  seeing  him  soon. 
He's  ag.  communications  editor  back  in  New  Zealand  and  plans  to  visit  stations 
in  Ky. ,  Tenn. ,  Neb.,  et  al  to  see  some  of  our  farm  TV  in  action.  ...  By  the 
way,  that  pix  of  KOA,  Denver,  Chuck  Muller  was  a  "on  location"  recording  session 

on  grade  crossing  safety  he  worked  into  "Farm  Safety  Week"  Your  NATRFD 

Historian  Herb  Plambeck    is  making  a  little  more  history  himself  these  days. 
Last  Saturday  he  celebrated  the  20th  anniversary  of  his  WHO,  Des  Moines,  Corn 
Belt  Farm  Hour,  where  his  golden  weddings,  good  neighbors,  and  plowing  matches 
are  famous.    Herb's  Sat.  noon  guest  list  includes  over  l,8l2  farmers,  735  home- 
makers,  725  h-E  representatives,  kOO  FFA  boys,  1200  students  and  60O  Ext.  people 
plus  many  more.    Herb  was  a  charter  member  and  second  president  of  NATRFD.  .  .  . 
Merrill  Langfitt,  KMA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  was  in  this  week  taping  Ass't  Sec'y 
Peterson  and  some  of  our  research  specialists. 

Weather  Workshop  Launches  New  Approach 

Jim  Beall,  U.S.  Weather  Bureau,  wires  that  the  American  Meteorological 
Society  Workshop  on  Agricultural  Meteorology,  which  ended  at  Madison,  Wis., 
yesterday,  forecasts  rapid  advances  in  weather  services  to  farmers.    It  started 
closer  cooperation  between  various  scientists  working  on  similar  farming  prob- 
lems having  to  do  \rith  climate  and  weather.    Attending  the  meeting  were  not 
only  weather  men  but  soil,  plant  disease,  and  insect  specialists  who  look 
forward  to  more  and  better  forecasts  of  the  climate  and  weather  do\m  where  the 
crops  grow,  as  well  as  about  the  higher  air  currents  in  which  farmers  themselves 

move  On  May  21,  the  last  remaining  Florida  counties  %7ill  have  their 

Mediterranean  fruit  fly  quarantine  regulations  lifted,  thus  ending  the  campaign 
to  eradicate  that  pest  which  began  just  a  year  ago.  .  .  .USDA  reported  today 
the  start  of  a  Federal-State  cattle  fever  tick  eradication  campaign  vrLth  100 
ranches  in  10  Florida  counties  quarantined. 
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Pre- digested  Forage  for  Single  Stomachs 

The  Commission  on  Increased  Industrial  Use  of  Agricultui-al  Products, 
which  ^riLll  make  its  final  report  to  Congress  June  1^,  has  already  suggested 
ways  of  making  forage  crops  better  animal  feed.    Cows,  sheep,  and  goats ^  with 
their  several  stomachs,  are  well  equipped  to  use  large  quantities  of  legume 
forages,  rich  in  proteins,  vitamins,  and  minerals.    One- stomach  animals,  such 
as  pigs,  horses,  and  poultry,  can't  digest  much  fiber.    The  Commissioners 
point  out  that  methods  are  now  available  to  treat  forage  plants  vath  chemicals 
and  enzymes,  mechanical  softening  or  disintegrating,  and  fermenting  with 
micro-organisms,  such  as  those  found  in  the  rumen  of  cattle,  to  make  the  fiber 
digestible.    They  say  this  would  take  intensive  research.    But  they  think  it 
offers  exceptional  promise  of  expanding  the  use  of  these  feed  crops,  and 
substituting  soil- saving  crops  for  surplus  grain  on  a  substantial  acreage.  It 
would  also  open  the  way  for  industrial  use  of  the  left-overs  from  forage 
processing. 

I'Jheat  Price-Support  Rates  Announced 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  the  minimum  '57-crop  wheat  price- 
support  rates  for  terminals  and  for  2,69^  commercial  and  37^  noncommercial 
wheat  producing  counties  in  the  U.S.    County  rates,  which  range  from  $2.29  to 
98  cents  (noncommercial)  per  bushel,  depending  on  location,  are  further  adjusted 
up  or  down  for  grade  and  quality  to  determine  support  prices  for  individual 
farmers.    Consult  your  coimty  ASC  office  for  details.    In  addition  to  the 
terminal  and  county  rates,  USDA  also  announced  a  list  of  premiums  and  discounts 
for  different  classes  and  qualities  of  wheat  Yesterday  too  the  Depart- 
ment summarized  May  snow  survey  reports  to  SCS.    They  indicate  some  improvement 
in  western  irrigation  water  supply  prospects.    The  above  normal  snowfall  and 
cool  temperatures  which  held  down  early- season  snow-melt  and  April  rains  bright- 
ened the  outlook  in  some  of  the  southerly  reporting  areas.    The  specialists  say 
this  outlook  eases  but  does  not  reverse  the  pattern  of  the  last  six  years,  .  . 
.  .  .Today  USDA  announced  a  revision  of  regulations  on  the  inspection  of 
processed  fruits  and  vegetables.    This  revision  provides  a  better  basis  for 

determining  the  grade  of  processed  foods  The  barter  program,  under  which 

agriciiltural  commodities  are  exchanged  for  strategic  materials  from  foreign 
countries  is  being  revised  to  try  to  make  sure  it  results  in  a  net  increase  of 
agriciiltural  exports. 

Check  Tapes  You  Uant  Tear  Off  Send  with  Blank  Tape 

5A57    "Chasing  Wrinkles  out  of  Cotton  Cloth"    Dr.  J.  D.  Reid  of  the  Southern 
Utilization  Research  Laboratory  reports  on  new  processing  that  makes 
cotton  fabrics  even  more  desirable,  with  Bert  Hutchison;  ARS.  Time  ki^O. 

6A57    "New  Ifay  to  Handle  Liquid  Fertilizer"    Walter  Hulbert,  chemist  from 

Beltsville  Research  Center,  and  Bert  Hutchison,  ARS.  Time  if: 30. 

7A57    "Saving  Seed  by  Better  Care"    Uilbur  Hurst  describes  how  science  helps 
farmers  and  seed  industry  protect  seed  by  improved  handling.    Time  5:00. 

6Q57    "U.S.  Milk  Going  to  Bangkok"  -  Elmer  Hallowell,  ag.  attache  for  Thailand, 
speaks  to  American  farmers  from  Bangkok,  with  the  story  of  the  ne\r  market 
for  U.S.  re-combined  milk  and  for  cigarettes  now  being  developed  in 
Thailand.  Time  5:00. 


Subjects  to  Ccme  to  Nets  May  20-2p 

Soil  Stewardship  gets  top  tilling  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,, 
over  I^C  network  May  25.    Drying  Hay  in  the  Bale  wi.U  also  get  attention  on 
that  same  program.  ~    "  . 

Let's  Beat  Lawn  Insects.    Dr.  R.  G.  Dahms,  ARS,  discusses  with  Alice 
Skelsey;  ARS^  some  proposals  for  doing  just  that.    On  ABC's  "American  Farmer" 
network  Sat.  May  25.    Also  Salute  to  Sara  Kuntz^  the  Eagle  Coumty  (Colo.)  Agent  , 
who  has  done  so  much  to  help  farmers  improve  livestock  in  those  parts. 

How  They  Handle  Farm  Legislation  in  England.    Anthony  Kurd,  chairman 
of  the  Tory  Party's  Agri.  Committee  in  Britain's  House  of  Commons,  talks  with 
Layne  Beaty  on  this  subject^  over  the  U.S.  Clear  Channel  Stations. 

How;  You  Can  Help  make  the  Crop  Report.    Tells  in  13  still  pictures  the 
story  of  the  gathering  of  individual  returns  from  farmers  which  provide  the 
basis  for  U.S.  reports.    USDA  TV  package  for  mailing  May  23.  .  ,  .   .Made  in 
Japan  at  the  Japanese  International  Trade  Fair  in  Tokyo,  which  runs  from  May 
5  to  May  19.    Before  May  I9  some  TFDs  will  be  showing  this  2  minute  film  of 
the  U.S.  ag.  exhibit,  with  the  U.S.  Dairy  Princess  handing  out  dried  milk 
samples,  U.S.  cotton  dresses  being  modeled  by  Japanese  girls,  etc.    Sorry  not 
enough  copies  for  everyone  -  but  this  special  package  this  week,  made  in 
cooperation  with  FAS  and  paid  for  in  yen  in  Japan,  is  our  fastest  trans-Pacific 
air  job  yet.  .  .  .the  first,  that  is. 

Timely  Gift  to  Safety  Leader 

Keith  Kirkpatrick,  MO,  Des  Moines,  who's  a  real  stemwinder  himself,  is 
chairman  of  the  Iowa  Farm  Safety  Council.    He  won  an  engraved  watch  for  his  out- 
standing leadership  in  last  year's  farm  safety  campaign  Murray  Creed, 

Production  Supervisor,  CBC  Farm  and  Fisheries  TV,  back  in  Toronto  after  a 
drought  inspection  trip  dovm  the  Mississippi  and  through  the  midwest,  reports 

favorably  on  RFD  hospitality  Chuck  Muller,  KOA,  Denver,  in  cowboy  boots 

and  with  a  recorder  slung  over  his  shoulder,  is  climbing  into  the  cab  of  a  Rio 
Grande  train  to  pick  up  the  engineer  -  another  RFD  in  action  on  our  wall.  .  .  . 
Don  Nelson,  Conn.  Ext.  Ag.  Radio-TV,  is  shown  recording  the  comments  of  3-^ 
year  olds  on  the  hatching  of  a  chick.    They  know  which  came  first.  .   .   .  Ernie 
Brevik,  ITDAY,  Fargo,  reports  that  every  radio  station  in  N.D.  will  carry  a  15 
rain.  "Rural  Life  Sunday"  program.  May  26,  to  begin  "Soil  Stewardship  Week." 

 Bob  Crom,  N.D.  Ag.  College  Director  of  Communications,  formerly  of 

this  office,  wants  to  send  us  tapes  to  dub  some  of  those  proposed  "air  checks" 
to  be  brought  to  the  NATRFD  meeting  here  June  16-I9.    He  says  they  would  be  an 
excellent  means  of  giving  undergraduates  in  ag.  communications  an  idea  of  what 
a  bona  fide  RFD  provides  in  the  way  of  services  to  farmers.  .  .  .Bob  may  have 
something  there.'    Don't  forget  those  air- checks. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief' 
Radio  c.  Television  Service 

P.S.     John  Douglass,  Ag.  Director  of  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission,  wires 
that  due  to  heavy  TV  commitments,  he  can't  get  here  this  summer  as  planned  but 
vrill  definitely  make  it  next  year.    Gerald  Beadle,  Dir.  of  TV  for  BBC^  who  is 
in  U.S.  investigating  farm  telecasting,  among  other  things,  before  starting  a 
network  farm  program  in  Britain. 
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From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information-U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  .a™  Brcadcaste,  :  ,^.fA 

ir^+i,  ov,  before  the  International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers' 

ff^^^  me.^ting  at  Purdue  University  this  week,  Secretary  Benson 
^^i^n?  1?  a^Ticulture  needs  to  increase  production  efficiency  - 

pffr^  fii*^  efficient  livestock  and  animal  agriculture;-  to  increase  markets 

^V^-v  J^       prod  action;  and  to  enhance  the  spirit  of  cooperation.    He  noted 
T^nv+^^f '^"^  ""^T^-'  associations  in  the  U.S.  have  groim  until  they  buy  S2  billion 

1^°''  members  and  market  $7t  billion  worth  of  members' 

farm  products.    The  Secretary  declared:     "If  fanners  are  successfully  to  pro- 
!  against  the  increasing  costs  of  farm  production,  and  against 
increasing  costs  of  distribution  of  their  o^.m  products  -  if  they  are  going  to 
^iJ^rJrl  ^^^"^        business  -  if  they  are  going  to  mobilize  their 

JJ^f  '^       bargain  on  an  equal  basis  with  highly  organized  industry  and  labor  - 
hi;<,?n!L^^^  f?^^^  *°  ^^^^  government  from  controlling  and  managing  the  farm 
^^^io!  J  ''^'^'^  ^^^^  "^^  iTiYest  more  of  their  efforts  and  capital  in 

^^^^^nf""!  ^^^^a^°rs.    They  will  have  to  finance  more  joint  buying,  more  joint 
selling  and  more  joint  service  operations." 

Improvement  in  the  Cotton  Picture 

At  the  6lst  annual  convention  of  the  National  Cottonseed  Products  Ass'n 
h^^h    ?>,       ^"^"'^^^  "^^^  Secretary  reported  cotton  exports  at  record 

f?;?^/,  J,    carryover  being  reduced,  and  the  acreage  reserve  helping  adjust  cotton 
production.    He  warned  the  industry  against  being  lulled  into  complacency  by 
these  improvements,  and  urged  it  to  use  the  period  while  the  soil  Ibank  and 
sarpius  disposal  programs  are  in  effect  to  make  a  transition  to  a  program  more 
m  the  long-range  interest  of  oui-  cotton  industry. 

Horkshop  Reports  on  Rural  Iteveloment 

wh.-.T.  workshop  groups  of  the  Tri-State  Rural  Development  Conference 

wnich  met  m  Lexington,  Ky. ,  last  week  emphasized  in  their  reports  the 
iw'"«^vf  i""^/"^??-  ^^^^^^^^iP'  a  "^eam  approach",  and  community  solutions. 
rTZ.  filt-  .^^^^  imagination,  new  methods  of  area  development  and  long- 

range  planning  for  the  programs  now  in  an  experimental  stage  in  2h  states  and 
dev^^n^^/^i,^^^  necessary  economic  and  social  chans,es  in  the  under- 

developed rural  regions.    They  found  that  the  solution  of  rural  problems  in 
thit  caH  'v'r  ""ll'l  agriculture,  so  the  attraction  of  industries 

that  Z  ZZltltfJ    r"  highly  important.    They  pointed  out 

that  any  substantial  changes  m  income  levels  in  some  depressed  rural  areas  may 
take  years  -  perhaps  generations.    As  they  see  it,  rural  development  is  a 
long-time  program,  but  one  which  has  both  short-time  and  long-time  soa^s  rpi..,. 
insisted  that  some  of  the  projects  undertaken  should  be  attSnabS  soon    so  as"^ 
to  encourage  the  people  with  progress  achieved.  ' 
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Research  Tip  from  Old  Prospector 

By  following  the  trail  of  prospectors  who  locate  ore  deposits  by  certain 
wild  plants,  researchers  may  find  new  crops  to  yield  rare  minerals.    This  is 
just  another  suggestion  collected  from  the  Commission  on  Increased  Industrial 
Use  of  Agricultiiral  Products,  which  makes  its  final  report  to  Congress  June  15 . 
The  Commissioners  note  that  some  plants  have  remarkable  ability  to  concentrate 
rare  minerals  sparsely  distributed  through  the  soil.    They  say  certain  wild 
vetches,  growing  in  soil  that  contains  only  1  to  10  parts  per  million  of  ^ 
selenium  accumulate  as  much  as  15,000  parts  per  million.    Selenium  is  worth  <^12 
a  pound.    It  is  essential  in  making  the  semi-conductors  that  are  replacing 
vacuum  tubes  in  many  kinds  of  electronic  equipment.    Since  selenium  is  also 
poisonous,  they  suggest  that,  if  we  Imew  more  about  how  plants  collect  minerals, 
it  might  prove  feasible  to  grow  these  vald  vetches  as  a  crop  to  decontaminate 
soils.    Some  plants  accumulate  germanium,  worth  Jp250  a  pound.    Certain  sea  weeds 
concentrate  iodine.    As  a  by-product  of  such  research,  the  Commissioners  think 
the  scientists  would  probably  find  some  plants  unusually  good  sources  of 
minerals  needed  in  food  and  feed. 

Double-MiHc  for  June  Delight 

Our  home  economics  researchers  say  if  you  add  k  tablespoons  of  dry  milk 
to  each  cup  of  fluid  milk,  you  make  the  food  you  use  it  in  about  twice  as  rich 
in  milli  value  as  it  is  when  fluid  milk  alone  is  used.    Try  some  of  this  double- 
milk  when  preparing  soups,  mashed  potatoes,  cereals,  and  other  cooked  foods. 

More  Capital  in  Farm  Production 

As  you  realize.  Rip  Van  \finiae  didn't  get  his  beard  caught  in  the 
machinery  as  often  as  some  latter-day  folks.    ARS  economists,  R.  P.  Christensen 
and  R.  J.  Muck  reported  this  week  farmers  average  buying  three  times  as  much 
machinery  and  equipment  and  motor  vehicles  now  as  they  did  between  '35  and  39- 
Dollar-wise,  expenses  per  farm  for  feed,  fertilizer  and  lime,  petroleum  fuel 
and  oil  have  more  than  tripled.    Per  year  farmers  now  buy  about  20  percent  more 
production  items  for  cash,  but  use  about  55  percent  less  hired  labor  than  20 
years  ago.    After  figuring  up  one  column  with  the  next,  the  economists  doubt  it 
would  pay  to  cut  do\m  on  capital  goods  even  if  market  demand  fails  to  keep  up 
with  farm  production.    They  think  that  on  many  farms  opportunities  are  still 
available  for  cutting  costs  per  unit  of  production  by  using  more  capital  goods 
to  apply  better  production  methods. 

Kind  Word  from  New  User 

Roger  IJagner,  \KEX-TV,  Petersburg,  Va. ,  reports  he  used  our  FAS  Japanese 
Trade  Fair  film  on  his  noon  program  May  l6th  and  considered  it  a  worthwhile 
addition  to  that  program,    (it  was  Made-in- Japan  early  this  month  and  showed^ 
the  Fair  in  progress).    Roger  goes  on  to  say  he  has  found  the  work  of  producing 
his  11  weekly  programs  much  easier  \T±th  the  use  of  our  various  films  and  other 

packages   AMS  farm  cost  specialists  expect  the  number  of  horses 

and  mules  in  this  country  to  continue  to  decrease  about  10  percent  a  year,  as 
the  colt  crops  in  recent  years  have  been  too  small  to  maintain  more  than  about 
half  the  present  horse  and  mule  numbers.    Numbers  of  tractors,  motor  trucks, 
and  most  farm  machines  are  now  estimated  at  record  levels.    In  the  years 
immediately  ahead,  farmers  are  expected  to  maintain  their  buying  of  large  trac- 
tors and  large  machines. 
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Farm  Products  Demand  Continues^  High 

This  veek  the  Department's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  reported  a  con- 
tinued strong  demand  for  farm  products  in  this  country,  and  our  exports  running 
about  i^5  percent  ahead  of  a  year  ago.    Board  members  credit  much  of  the  gain  to 

government  export  programs  They  expect  prices  of  neat  animals  to  stay 

above  the  depressed  levels  of  the  paf^t  tvra  years  for  the  rest  of  this  year. 
They  think  the  relatively  high  hog-corn  price  ratio  this  spring  may  result  in 
more  farrowing s  next  fall.    They  say  prices  of  stocker  and' feeder  cattle  are 
likely  to  pass  the  spring  peak  and  then  decline  seasonally.    Prices  of  fed 

cattle  may  rise  gradually  to  a  late  fall  high  With  record  supplies  of 

corn,  corn  prices  may  continue  be.loF  a  ire&r  ago  this  spring  and  summer  

Record  stocks  of  feed  grains  remain  on  hand  and  prospects  for  '57  feed  crops 

are  more  promising  than  last  year  These  economists  note  that  as  a  result 

of  the  sharp  increase  in  the  production  of  soybean  meal,  the  su-oply  of  high- 
protem  feeds  available  for  feeding  has  more  than  doubled  in  the  past  twenty 
years.    This  year  soybean  meal  ^all  rank  next  to  corn  and  oats  in  total  tonnage 

of  the  individual  grains  and  concentrates  fed  to  livestock  On  poultry, 

the  specialists  report  a  one-fifth  cut  in  spring  hatchings  of  replacement 

chicks.    That  means  fewer  pullets  in  laying  flocks  after  September  than  last  fall. 

Conservation  Circus_fqr  Boy  Scouts 

This  jrear  on  July  12  when  50,000  Boy  Scouts  go  into  camp  at  Valley  Forge, 
they  ^all  find  a  three-ring  circus  on  conservation,  with  each  ring  containing 
three  rings,  each  800  feet  around.    Each  of  the  three  main  rings  will  feature 
J;^^"^  °^  ^^^-"^        water  conservation,  another  on  forestry,  and  another  on 
vn-ldlife.    In  a  tent  outside  the  entrance  to  this  comprehensive  outdoor "con- 
servation circus"  each  group  of  Scouts  lall  see  the  world  premier  of  USDA's 
MPS  12  min,  color  movie,  "Our  Ksglc  Land".    After  the  Jamboree  this  new  film 
will  be  available  for  general  use.    The  Scouts  Conservation  Circus  is  sponsored 
by  SCS  and  Forest  Service  of  USDA  and  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  of  Interior, 
and  several  state  forestry  and  v/ildlife  agencies. 

"In  All  Your  Getting,  Get  Understanding" 

Mary  Lou  Pfeiffer,  dir.  women's  activities,  WKFD,  Worthington,  Ohio, 
tells  us  she's  beginning  a  new  series  aimed  at  bringing  about  a  better  under- 
standing between  the  consumer  and  the  producer.    She's  calling  it  "Food, 
Falacies,  Fads  and  Pacts"  and  planning  to  trace  the  basic  Five  Food  Groups; 
meat,  vegetables,  fruits,  dairy  products,  breads,  and  cereals.    Luck  to  you, 
Mary^LouJ  and  thanks  for  the  lovely  likeness.    We  envy  those  foreign  student 

guests  you  are  smiling  on  from  your  I'JRFD  station  wagon  Phil  Fleming,  AMS, 

was  given  a  USDA  Superior  Service  award  here  this  week  for  his  work  in  pushing 
Plentifia  Foods.    Phil  is  an  ex-Boston  radio-TV  news  editor,  ex-Army  Communica- 
tions Service,  and  former  Dept.  dir.  of  farm  radio  programs  for  New  England 
stations  and  networks.  .  .  .Today  \je  have  marketing  Research  Report  No.  I70 
which  reports  a  survey  listing  I73  individual  frozen  prepared  food  items, 
including  some  cooked  and  others  ready  for  the  oven  or  otherwise  partially  pre- 
pared and  ranging  from  appetizer  and  soup  to  dessert.    In  '55  production  of 
frozen  prepared  foods  jimaped  60  percent  over  the  previous  year.    Nearly  all 
major  agricultural  food  products  are  now  used  in  manufacturing  frozen  prepared 
foods.  .  .  .Kazuo  rjomi,  NTV,  (Nippon  TV  NctworJi  Corp)  Tokyo,  was  in  today  on  a 
survey  of  U.S.  TV.    He's  leaving  here  for  KOTV,  Tulsa,  Okla. 
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On  the  Fets  May  27- June  1 

Secretary  Benson,  vho  believes  in  mechanical  millc  dispensers  in  every 
vacation  spot,  recreation  bar,  and  gas  station  in  this  country,  opens  Jvne 
Dairy  Month  with  a  salute  to  dairy  farmers  and  the  beginnings  of  the  dairy  busi- 
ness at  Jamestom,  Va. ,  nearly  350  years  ago.    On  the  ABC  "American  Farmer" 
program  June  1.    June  k  the  dairy  industry  celebrates  Gov.  De  la  V/arre's  wise 
decision  to  bring  in  cows  to  save  the  first  settlers. 

Highlights  of  the  recent  Tri-Gtate  Rural  Development  meeting  •vrill  shine 
on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  with  Under  Secretary  True  D.  Morsej  Dr.  Frank 
Welch,  Dean  of  Ag.,  U.  of  Ky. ;  Dr.  John  A.  Perkins,  Undersecretary  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare;  and  Burl  St.  Clair,  Pres.  of  Ky.  Farm  BxH-eau,  each  re- 
flecting some  of  the  light. 

On  June  1,  KBC  ;d.ll  highlight  the  International  Federation  of  Agricul- 
tural Producers  meeting  at  Purdue  University  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 

On  May  29  USDA  will  mail  out  its  TV  program  package  on  Jme  Dairy  Month. 
It  is  from  AMS  and  its  l6  still  photos  carry  you  very  quickly  from  some  June 
with  the  Indians  of  early  Virginia  right  up  to  those  modern  milk  foods  that 
help  give  June  its  reputation  for  perfect  d^ys. 

Eligibility  for  Wheat  Referendum 

Betveen  now  and  the  Jime  20  wheat  marketing  quota  referendum.  State  and 
County  ASC  Chairmen  will  remind  wheat  growers  that  the  Soil  Bank  program  has 
caused  a  slight  change  in  the  eligibility  rule  for  voting.    In  past  referendums, 
the  general  rule  for  eligibility  was  that  all  growers  in  the  commercial  wheat 
area  were  eligible  to  vote  in  the  wheat  quota  referendum  who  would  have  more 
than  15  acres  of  wheat  for  harvest  on  a  farm.    This  year  all  persons  are  eligible 
to  vote  in  the  June  20  referend'um  whose  share  in  the  I958  wheat  crop  from  a  farm 
on  which  wheat  acreaged  to  be  harvested  plus  any  wheat  acreage  to  be  put  in  the 
wheat  Acreage  Reserve  will  be  more  than  15  acres.    As  in  the  past,  two- thirds 
or  more  of  the  eligible  voters  must  approve  quotas  in  order  to  put  them  into 
effect  on  the  1958  wheat  crop. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Keith  Kirkpatrick,  1-JHO,  Des  Moines,  reports  that  20th  anniversary  of  the 
Corn  Belt  Farm  Hour,  May  11,  went  off  in  a  flood  of  reminiscences  and  statis- 
tics.   The  celebration  featured  excerpts  of  past  Corn  Hours  originating  in  2? 

different  counties  This  year  Arnold  Peterson,  WOW,  is  president  of 

the  Nebraska  Farm  Safety  Council  Morning  Man  Bill  Jackson  and  Farm 

Consultant  Earl  Hostetler,  TOTF,  Raleigh,  have  joined  the  pictured  personalities 
on  our  wall  


Sincerely, 


/ 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.  Over  120  members  have  made  advance  registration  for  the  NATRFD  meeting 
here  June  16-I9. 


mmm  lO 

Mj  Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  31,  1957 
Letter  No.  771 


In  the  June  issue  of  "Agricultural  Research"  out  this  week,  USDA 
scientists  reveal  several  promising  developments  that  may  prove  of  growing 
significance  to  farmers  in  the  years  ahead.    One  is  the  finding  in  the  Andes 
of  giant  wild  strawberries  and  blackberries  which  plant  breeders  plan  to  cross 
with  our  own  kinds  to  make  a  big  contribution  to  the  small  fruit  industry. 
Another  is  the  improvement  of  sesame,  the  first  oil- seed  plant  ever  cultivated 
by  man,  as  a  new  oil  crop  for  the  South. 

Fabled  Crop  for  Cotton  Belt 

As  All  Baba's  cook  knew,  when  she  tried  to  borrow  a  little  sesame  oil 
from  the  jars  filled  with  the  Forty  Thieves,  sesame  oil  is  a  high  quality  food 
oil  for  use  in  cooking.    But  probablj'-  even  the  oil  merchants  of  the  Arabian 
Nights  didn't  realize  how  fully  packed  it  is  with  protein,  vitamins,  minerals 
and  other  riches.    Then,  too,  they  built  their  business  on  the  "Open  Sesame" 
varieties,  the  seed  capsules  which  burst  open  by  themselves  when  dry,  and 
which  were  suitable  for  production  by  hand  labor.    Now  M.  L.  Kinman  of  USDA 
ARS  and  his  colleagues  of  Texas  and  other  Ag.  Experiment  Stations  are  banking 
on  "Close  Sesame",  non- shattering  varieties,  developed  from  indehiscent  plants 
found  in  South  America,  and  suitable  to  harvesting  with  machines.    By  195^ 
they  expect  to  have  enough  seed  of  some  of  the  "Close  Sesame"  varieties  for 
commercial  planting.    Sesame  production  in  this  country  used  both  as  whole 
seed  and  oil,  now  amounts  to  about  10  million  pounds  a  year  and  is  cropped  on 
some  15,000  acres.    The  meal  makes  a  wonderful  feed  supplement  for  poultry  and 
other  farm  animals.    In  general,  temperature  and  growing  conditions  limit  the 
sesame  crop  to  the  Cotton  Belt.    Production  is  expected  to  expand  fast  as  soon 
as  the  new  "Close  Sesame"  kinds  become  available  for  commercial  plantings. 

New  Treasures  in  Small  Fruits 

Our  horticulturists  and  small  fruit  marketeers  see  ne^c?  treasures  in 
those  big  berries  USDA's  plant  explorer  extraordinary  G.  M.  Darrow  collected 
this  year  in  Chile,  Colombia  and  Ecuador.    Plant  breeders  have  already  begun 
the  long  series  of  crosses  with  which  they  hope  to  combine  the  giant  size, 
firmness,  and  other  good  characteristics  of  the  new  discoveries  with  the  good 
qualities  of  the  strawberries  and  blackberries  we  now  have.    The  market 
researchers  are  especially  enthused.    Bigger  berries  would  cut  harvest  cost, 
firmer  berries  would  ship  and  store  better  and  reach  consumers  with  less 
waste.    The  wild  berries  are  also  said  to  cap  easily,  be  more  resistant  to 
disease  than  the  kinds  growers  now  have.    Some  of  the  mid  blackberries  grow 
two  inches  long  and  some  of  the  -v/ild  strawberries  reach  an  inch  and  a  half 
around.    They  are  unusually  hardy  and  so  may  enable  the  breeders  to  extend  the 
range  of  berry  growing  in  this  covmtry. 
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More  Lean  Meat  Research  Needed 


As  a  result  of  recent  and  current  research  and  extension  work  by  federal 
and  state  agencies  and  industry,  15  to  20  percent  of  the  hogs  now  marketed  conform^ 
to  meat-type  standards.    But  the  Commission  on  Increased  Industrial  Use  of 
Agricultural  Products which  makes  its  final  report  to  Congress  JiJine  15,  says 
this  is  not  enough.    The  Commissioners  have  called  for  a  marked-  speed-up  of  this 
development,  not  only  for  hogs  but  for  other  meat  animals.    They  see  no  indication 
that  fat  animals  will  return  to  favor.    In  these  days  of  emphasis  on  reduced  fat 
in  diets  for  health  of  consiamers,  fat  meat  is  not  needed  as  much  as  in  the  old 
days.    Much  of  the  2-|  billion  po\inds  of  edible  and  inedible  fats  removed  from 
carcasses  last  year,  was  sold  for  export  at  comparatively  low  prices.  The 
Commissioners  say  much  research  is  also  needed  on  beef  to  clarify  the  relation 
of  streaks  of  fat  in  muscle  tissue  to  tenderness  and  flavor.    They  hold  what  we 
need  is  less  carcass  fat  and  higher  meat  quality.    They  say  meat  animals  with 
too  much  fat  are  costly  alike  to  producers,  processors,  and  consumers. 

Automatic  Egg  Candling  Device 

Now  a  magic  color-eye  can  detect  and  reject  any  white  egg  that  has  inside 
it  a  spot  of  blood.    USDA  A.W.  Brant  and  Karl  Norris  developed  the  spectro- 
photometric  method  for  this  automatic  bit  of  sleuthing  and  a  private  instrument 
company  built  the  machine  to  do  the  job  on  a  commercial  scale.     In  the  June 
USDA  "Agricultural  Marketing"  the  marketeers  who  tell  about  it  think  it  may 
eventually  do  away  with  the  need  for  hand  candling  of  eggs.    So  far,  it  only  works 
on  white  eggs.    This  detector  makes  use  of  a  light  source  coupled  with  an  elec- 
tronic device  sensitive  to  the  color  of  blood.    \Ihen  the  light  strikes  blood, 
a  tripping  device  automatically  diverts  the  egg  containing  it.    The  candling 
automaton  v/on't  work  on  brown  eggs  because  the  brown  in  the  shell  is  too'  much 
the  same  color  as  the  blood-spot.    The  device  can  scan  up  to  7^200  white  eggs 
an  hour.    The  Department  economists  say  this  means  more  pressure  toward  big  com- 
mercial flocks,  because  its  adoption  will  mean  lower  marketing  costs  for  white 
eggs  of  uniformly  high  quality.  .  .  .  Speaking  of  egg  candling,  USDA  has  just 
released  a  new  color  film  strip  of  39  frames  illustrating  the  way  both  white 
and  brown  eggs  of  various  grades  look  candled  -  parts  adapted  to  showing  before 
consumer  groups  -  also  in  2x2  slides. 

New  Dimensions  in  Farming 

At  a  dinner  in  honor  of  the  k-ll  Club  scholarship  winners  and  youth  final- 
ists in  Pfizer 's  Fifth  Annual  Livestock  Judging  Contest  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind., 
Tuesday,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  pointed  out  that  a  nev;-  rural  America  is  fast 
developing.    Farm  and  city  people  are  more  nearly  alike  than  they  used  to  be. 
The  rural  community  and  farmers  will  become  even  more  dependent  on  industry  and 
urban  centers  than  they  are  now.    Now  farmers  get  more  than  60  percent  of  their 
supplies  from  cities  and  factories.    Before  1975  they  may  get  75  percent.  Mr. 
Morse  declared  that  fai^m  programs  must  be  kept  in  step  with  this  revolution,  and 
suggested  that  more  animal  agriculture  can  provide  the  needed  balance  between 
production  and  consumption,  to  increase  farm  profits.  .  .  . "Radio-TV  Saves  Lives 
in  Tornadoes"reports  NARTB  this  week  in  its  member  service.     It  credits  broad- 
casters with  outstanding  jobs  of  warnings  and  reportings.    V/hat  did  you  do?  Or 
your  station  do?--about  the  twisters?  -  Or  floods?    Let  us  hear  about  anything  you 
may  have  managed  to  do  in  any  emergency  to  help  your  listeners  save  lives, 
livestock,  crops,  stored  material  and  other  property. 
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Remodel  Buildings  for  Effic lent  Service 

In  the  '57  Outlook  issue  of  USM's  Farm  Cost  Situation,  ARS  economist 
R.  N.  VanArsdall  analyzed  investments  in  farm  service  buildings  and  reported 
many  are  yielding  low  retiirns.    He  pointed  out  that  many  farmsteads  are  reach- 
ing the  a:^e  where  replacement  or  remodeling  cannot  "be  postponed  much  longer. 
He  advised  careful  planning  to  make  the  new.  or  remodeled  "building  fit  its 
fimction.    Approach  the  problem  \n.th  emphasis  on  needs  of  the  farm  business 
over  a  long  time  and  the  facilities  to  cut  down  the  work  needed  to  perform 
necessary  chores.    In  dairying,  for  exanrple,  the  greatest  contributors  to 
efficiency  are  application  of  a  Itnowledse  of  basic  sanitary  practices,  a  shift 
in  investment  to  less  for  buildings  and  more  for  mechanical  eq.uipment,  a  loose 
housing  system  that  permits  flexibility  in  herd  size  and  use  of  standard  tractor 
equipment  for  mechanizing  part  of  the  chores. 

Secretary  Benson  Becomes  S,OOQth  Ag.  Engineer 

In  accepting  an  Honorary  Membership  Certificate  of  the  American  Society 
of  Agricultural  Engineers  here  this  week,  making  him  the  21st  man  to  be  so 
honored  in  the  50  years  since  the  Society  was  founded,  Secretary  Benson  ex- 
plained why  only  13  percent  of  our  population  now  living  on  farms  can  meet 
the  food  and  fiber  demands  of  the  rest  of  us.    He  pointed  out  that  a  farmer 
today  produces  about  as  much  in  one  hour  as  he  did  in  three,  a  half -century 
ago.    There  are  more  tractors  than  horses  on  farms  today.    About  95  percent 
of  all  farms  are  using  electric  pov/er.    The  Secretary  urged  young  peopJ.e  to 
investigate  agricultural  engineering  as  a  career  of  exciting  and  rewarding 
work. 

NATRF'Ds  To  Converge  on  the  Nation's  Capital 

'Way  over  200  TBFDs,  their  wives  and  families,  have  signed  up  to  attend 
the  NATI^D  spring  meeting  in  V.'ashington  June  16-I9.    Convention  Chairman 
Louis  Wilson  and  Program  Committee  Chairman  Roy  Battles  have  a  mighty  complete 
and  inviting  program  under  the  theme  of  "Capital  Farm  Vie^rpoints  and  Services". 
It  looks  now  as  though  most  of  the  top  agricultural  leaders.  Department 
officials.  Congressional  leaders,  and  Washington  farm  witers  \all  be  on  hand. 
Alice  Skelsey  of  USDA  has  arranged  an  excellent  program  for  the  ladies,  includ- 
ing sightseeing  tours  of  the  area.    We've  mentioned  most  of  the  meeting  high- 
lights, such  as  the  visit  with  the  President  at  the  I.Tiite  House  and  the  tour 
of  the  Agricultural  Research  Center  at  Beltsville.    So  there's  no  need  for 
details  at  this  point,  except  to  urge  those  TRFDs  who  haven't  already  done  so, 
to  get  their  hotel  reservations  in  right  away. 

Oh.'    I'Jhere  Toes  this  Tape  Be3.ong? 

The  lost  has  been  discovered  but  not  found.'  That's  the  vrord  from  Jack 
Towers  who  says  that  for  the  first  time  in  the  steady  run  of  tapes  he  handles 
for  RFDs,  a  name  and  return  address  are  missing.  Is  this  tape  yours?  It's  a 
7- inch  reel  in  a  box  that  says  "John  Deere"  on  the  side  and  "Rewind  -  Greener 
Pastures  on  the  back.  The  order  slip  asks  for  our  dubs  "Chasing  Wrinkles 
Out  of  Cotton  Cloth"  and  "Saving  Seed  by  Better  Care".  Let  Jack  know  if  this 
is  yours  and  help  keep  his  record  pei-fect.' 
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What ' s  Expected  in  Nets  in  Hauls  June  3-8 

June  Dairy  Month  will  be  fittingly'-  celebrated  June  8,  by  NBC  on  the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour.    At  last  accoi.mts,  Producer  Milt  Bliss  was  coming 
East,  to  milk  history  from  those  cows  brought  to  Jamestown,  Va.,  nearly  350 
years  ago,  to  help  give  that  infant  colony  a  chance  to  survive. 

Project  Skyfire  -  The  project  is  a  research  project  -  and  the  sl^yfire  is 
the  lightning  that  not  only  flashes  but  strikes  our  valuable  mountain  forests. 
This  is  a  USDA  TV  package  for  mailing  June  6.    It  is  about  hov:  the  foresters, 
park  rangers,  and  weathermen  are  getting  their  feet  on  the  ground  by  keeping 
their  heads  on  the  storm  clouds  testing  ways  to  prevent  lightning  fires,  told 
in  17  pictures, 

Edd  Lemons,  Ext.,  reports  30  states  and  Alaska  have  already  indicated 
they  will  have  delegates  at  the  National  Dairy  Science  meeting  in  Stillvmter, 
Okla.,  June  26-29.    Edd  offers  tape  service  to  RFDS    who  would  like  programs 
with  men  from  their  states.    If  you  are  one,  send  him  a  tape  in  advance,  and 
let  him  know  who  or  what  you  would  like. 

Biggest  Week  Yet  for  USDA- TV  Package  Service 

This  last  week  in  May  has  been  a  big  one  for  our  television  package 
service--the  biggest  yet  in  terms  of  total  mailings.    By  last  count,  there  w^re 
1,031  individual  mailings  of  three  different  packages.    Two  of  these  were  part 
of  the  regular  farm  television  service  while  the  third  was  the  new  consmer 
package.    But  we  can  always  send  out  a  few  more,  so  if  you  are  interested  in 
this  service  and  are  not  now  on  the  list,  drop  us  a  line.    We'd  like  to  hear 
from  you. 

Lure  of  the  Long  Weekend  Catches  Beaty,  Herndon  and  Renaud 

Chances  for  a  four-day  weekend  come  only  too  seldom,  which  is  an  under- 
statement we'll  all  agree  with.    Chief  Beaty,  "Colonel"  Herndon,  and  Jules  Renaud 
of  Radio  &  TV,  are  all  taking  advantage  of  this  Memorial  Day  holiday.  Layne 
headed  to  the  cool  north  woods  and  the  Colonel  is  down  getting  the  season's  first 
sunburn  on  the  sands  of  North  Carolina.    No  report  as  yet  from  Jules.  That 
leaves  Jack  Towers,  Janet  Chrlstensen  and  myself  to  enjoy  the  wonderful  weekend 
here  in  Washington.    Hope  that  yours  has  been  wonderful — and  safe,  too. 


Sincerely 


Ted  Hutchcroft 
Radio  &  TV  Service 


